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BARBARA PURUNTATAMERI         
                              
 
Born: 7/5/1970 
Skin name:  Wantaringuwi (Sun) 
Bir th Place:  Munupi 
Language Group:  Tiwi 
Region:  Tiwi Islands 
 
Biography 
 
DANCE: Kirrilima (Jungle Fowl)  
 
Barbara Puruntatameri was born and raised in Pirlangimpi. She has moved back and forward 
between Pirlangimpi and Milikapiti on Melville Island.  
 
She has raised five children whilst taking part in creative activities in the local community 
development program with Tiwi Islands Training and Employment Board. These activities 
included screen-printing, relief printing, painting and sewing.  
 
Barbara learnt how to paint watching her grandfather paint at Munupi Arts and was inspired to 
join Jilamara after watching her partner Jimmy Mungatopi make paintings and carvings.  
Following in her grandfather’s footsteps, Barbara is carrying on the tradition of telling the story of 
the hermit crab and how it weaves its intricate designs in the sand. With her partner Jimmy 
Mungatopi being a long term member at Jilamara, and her return to Milikapiti, Barbara was 
encouraged to join Jilamara to continue her painting practice and keep Tiwi culture strong. 
  
She also collaborates with her daughter Emma to make large-scale paintings about the 
different generations of her family walking on country. 
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Exhibitions 
 
2019 "turnuwa amintiya kirijipuni", Short Street Gallery, Broome, WA  
2018 Jilamara and Munupi Arts group exhibition, Chapman & Bailey,Melbourne, VIC    
2018 Tarnanthi Art Fair, Tandanya, Adelaide, SA  
2018 Salon des Refusés, Charles Darwin University, Darwin, NT    
2018 Nginingawula Awirankiniwaki, Double Tree Hilton, Darwin, NT  
2018 Tim, Tom E., Harry, Rusty, Tiger & Pussycat Recent works on Paper with Basil  
 Hall, Nancy Severs Gallery, Canberra, ACT   
2017 Yirringinkiri Pwoja, Hilton Double Tree, Darwin, NT  
2017 Ngini Parlingarri Amintiya Ningani, Nomad Art Gallery, Darwin, NT  
2017 Mamirnikiwi Jilamara, Short Street Gallery, Broome, WA 
 


