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Maureen Donnegan 

    
Born   1978 
Language  Pitjantjatjara 

Region Western Desert 
 
 
 
 
Maureen Donnegan was born in Kalgoorlie in 1978. Her mother Kanta Donnegan, 
travelled to Kalgoorlie from Tjuntjuntjara to give birth in the hospital. So, although 
Maureen was born in Kalgoorlie her traditional Lands are actually some 900 kms to 
the north east in the Great Victoria Desert.  
 
"My name is Maureen Donnegan and I was born in Kalgoorlie. My mother is Kanta 
Donnegan who has been a Spinifex Artist for a long time. Shortly after I was born, 
we went to Cundalee Mission, and I attended school in Coonana. I then moved to 
Yakadunya, staying with my mother, father, and family. There was no school in 
Yakadunya, only one lady teaching. There were two shops, one caravan and one 
water tank. Later on, we moved to where Tjuntjuntjara Community is now located. 
But before there were houses, just a camp near the bore. This was the first camp. I 
grew up moving around a lot. I went to school in Coonana where I learned how to 
paint with Louise and Peter Twigg, the two people who started Spinifex Arts. When 
school finished, we went to a community called Ningamia with my mother. I got 
married and moved to Warburton where I had one daughter and lived with my new 
husband. After living in Warburton, I went back home, to my Country, to 
Tjuntjuntjara, where I have lived ever since." 
 
Group Exhibitions  
 
2022  UK We, Us, Them, CCP, Centre for Contemporary Photography, 

Fitzroy, Australia  
2022    We, Us, Them, Belfast Exposed, Belfast,  
2021  Revealed - New and Emerging WA Artists, Fremantle Art 

Centre, Fremantle, Western Australia  
2020    Spinifex Artists - On Our Country, Japingka Gallery Fremantle.  
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