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Winmati Roberts

Born 1957
Language Pitjantjatjara
Region Western Desert
Biography

Winmati Roberts is descended from a line of renowned artists from the Spinifex,
Ngaanyatjarra and Pitjantjatjara border region of Western Australia and South
Australia. Winmati was born near Ernabella Mission at the Umuwa rock hole in the
late 1950’s. His mother, the late Wingu Tingima, was one of the best known and
respected painters of the region. She was born at a rock hole named Nyuman, in the
northern portion of the Spinifex. Winmati’s father, the late Lima Tingima, was an
inspirational figure in Winmati’s life passing on his great knowledge of the country
and the Law to his son. Around the time of Winmati’ s birth his uncle, Lawrence
Pennington and other family members still living a traditional nomadic life in the
Spinifex Lands were being contacted for the first time as patrol officers clearing the
way for the Maralinga atomic tests took people west into the mission at Cundeelee

As a young man Winmati worked on the bore program, a project supporting
Anangu’s desire to ‘return to country’ by sinking bores and building windmills in
traditional homelands throughout the northern part of South Australia. He married
and helped to establish the community of Nyapari where he lived for many years. His
second and third wives live in Tjuntjuntjara and for the past ten years he has resided
there.

Winmati paints the Wati Kutjara Tjukurpa of Pukara, a story depicting two snakes, a
father and son who are travelling across country during ceremonial time. The Wati
Kutjara story is one of the most important and wide-ranging stories in Spinifex
country. Although much of the specific detail is dangerous and secret the general
actions and directions of the father and son are well known and understood to have
been essential to the formation and activation of much of the country.

Group Exhibitions

2022 Desert Mob 2022, Desart, Araluen Art Centre, Alice, NT
2022 Short Street Gallery Broome
2022 Spinifex Arts Project 25 Year Anniversary Show, Vivien Anderson

Gallery, Melbourne, Victoria
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2022 Rising Stars, Outstation Gallery, Darwin, NT

2021 Spinifex Wati Tjuta, Aboriginal and Pacific Arts, Sydney

2019 Art Paris 2019, ARTKELCH at Art Paris 2019, Paris, France

2017 Spinifex Arts 20th Anniversary, Japingka Gallery, Fremantle. WA.

2017 Spinifex Ascendent Short Street Gallery, Broome, Western Australia.

2016 Tjungutja — Art of the Spinifex Collaborative, Redot Fine Art Gallery,
Singapore.

2016 Geisterstunde bei ARTKELCH, ARTKELCH, Freiburg, Germany

2016 Purungu und Narrupa Sammlung, in association with P. & A. Klein and
ArtKelch, Kunstwerk, Germany

2015 Tarnanthi - Festival of Comtemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Art, Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. SA.

2015 Kulunypa- selected small works from the Spinifex Arts Project.
Outstation Gallery, Darwin. N.T.

2014 Spinifex Artists, Japingka Gallery, Fremantle W.A

2013 The Wild Ones Raft Artplace, Alice Springs, N.T. (Mens Collaborative)
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Collections

THE ART GALLERY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, SYDNEY, NSW (MEN'S
COLLABORATIVE)
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