
Aboriginal owned & directed, Tangentyere Artists is a not-for-profit organisation, returning 100% of proceeds to the artists
service. The Art Centre represents urban & regional artists from 18 Alice Springs Town Camp Communities. Strongly committed

to improving social justice and maintaining cultural heritage, the centre operates on foundation principles based on equity, ethics
and the protection of artists rights.
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Tangentyere Artists

Biography:

Elizabeth was born in Alice Springs. Her mother was a member of the Douglas family from Indulkana
(Yankunytjatjara side), and her father's father was an Afghan cameleer who married an Arrernte woman. Their
son was Elizabeth's father Musty Syddick, who was born at Hermannsburg Mission, where her grandfather
Syddick (or Sedeek) Khan worked for a while as a cameleer. However, the couple did not stay together, so
Elizabeth and her younger brother Roy Douglas were raised by the Douglas family for whom Walinynga (Cave
Hill) is the Homeland, along with elder cousin brother, Stanley Douglas. The family moved a great deal as the
parents worked in various jobs in Alice Springs and then on pastoral stations and in various communities
including Amata, where Elizabeth lived for a long time as a child.

Elizabeth married up in Port Augusta then came back to Alice Springs to spend time with Musty Syddick, her
biological father. She then returned to Amata. She has a daughter living in Adelaide and has three
granddaughters and four grandsons, all in Adelaide. She has a son, also in Alice Springs, but her brother raised
him for Elizabeth.

Elizabeth learned to paint while living in Mutitjulu, where she painted the Seven Sisters Tjukurpa associated with
the Douglas family’s site, Walinynga. But once her partner passed away, she moved back to Alice Springs and
has been painting alongside her 'sister from one father', Tangentyere Artists' Marjorie Williams. Both women were
acknowledged by Musty Syddick as his daughters, although their mothers were different.

Group Exhibitions

2025, September Araluen Art Centre, Alice Springs  Desert Mob

2024, November Tangentyere Artists Gallery, Alice Springs NT  Tangentyere Artists Christmas Show

2024, September Tangentyere Artists Gallery, Alice Springs NT  Thathaka – Red Exhibition, Tangentyere Artist and
Yarrenyty Arltere Artists

2024, April Brunswick Street Gallery, Fitzroy VIC  Pmara Kngarritji! Thats a big country!

2022, September Tangentyere Artists Gallery, Alice Springs NT  Ikarlta Purta Itama: Standing Strong Together


