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Joyce James

Bom c. 1988
Language Ngaanyatarra
Region Warakuma, WA
Biography

Joyce James is an artist belonging to the Ngaanyatjarra language and cultural group and lives
N the remote community of Warakuma, Western Australia.

Bomn in Laverton WA, Joyce spent her childhood between Kaltukatjara (Docker River) in the
Northemn Territory and Warakuma. Joyce grew up watching her grandmothers, Tjukapati
James and Mrs Newberry, making Tianpl. She has been making Tianpi baskets and
sculptures since 2018,

Joyce has a natural talent and design flair for making sculptural works. She has already had
her work exhibited as part of Koskela' s Ngalya/Together anniversary lampshade exhibition,
which showed at Tamanthi 2019, and contributed to a number of high-profile exnibition works
in 2020,

Joyce says that she loves making Tjanpi artworks because when she is busy creating, she
feels calm and relaxed. Joyce is also teaching her young daughter Charlotte how to make
sculptural works, continuing the tradition of leaming from family.

Tlanpi Desert Weavers (Tjanpi meaning ‘wild grass’) is an award-winning, Indigenous governed
and directed social enterprise of the Ngaanyatjarra, Pitjiantiatjara and Yankunytjatiara VWomen'’s
Council (NPYWC). Tjanpi empowers over 400 women across a 350,000 square kilometre
area of the tri-state region of NT, SA and WA to eam an income and remain in their
communities on Country.

Group Exhibitions

2022 Revealed: Emerging Indigenous Artists of WA 2020, Fremantle Arts Centre,
Perth WA

2020 August Tension[s] 2020: Tamworth Textile Triennial, Tamworth Regional Gallery,
Tamworth NSW

2020 April Revealed: Emerging Indigenous Artists of WA 2020, Fremantle Arts
Centre, Perth WA

2019 August Ngalya/Together, Koskela, Sydney NSW
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